
In the fall of 1962, West Junior High opened its doors for the first time. Built on former berry 
fields, the school was the second junior high school in the Puyallup School District. Sam Peach 
served as West’s first principal, and Ray Tobiason served as the vice principal. The first student 
body was comprised of 750 seventh, eighth, and ninth grade students. This marked the first 
time that ninth graders were included as part of a junior high. The falcon was chosen as the 
school’s mascot, and red and white were chosen as the school’s colors.  

In 1970, a third junior high, Ballou Junior High School, was built in Puyallup. At that time, a 
decision was made to rename the original two junior high schools. East Junior High was 
renamed Eileen B. Kalles Junior High and West Junior High was renamed Charles H. Aylen Junior 
High School. The name was selected in honor of Dr. Charles H. Aylen, a general practitioner and 
long-standing School Board member. Dr. Aylen proclaimed a person’s greatest achievement 
was to do something for the community. “You live to give” was his motto. Aylen prides itself in 
keeping alive this motto through its various leadership and service projects. 

Aylen Junior High underwent a  major remodel between 1983 and 1985, with a 3.2 million 
dollar renovation project that touched nearly every area of the school. In 2004, voters 
approved new bonds that included the construction of a new Aylen Junior High building. The 
new building was constructed on the former athletic fields while students continued their 
classes in the old building. The new Aylen opened its doors on September 3, 2008.  

Aylen Junior High celebrated a milestone in April of 2013 when students and staff, past and 
present, celebrated the 50th anniversary of the school. 

Over the years, thousands of students have walked the halls of Aylen Junior High, representing 
generations of families that call this area their home. Though some things have changed, it is 
traditions that make Aylen Junior High continue to thrive. Students and staff alike are proud to 
be members of the Falcon Family and call Aylen Junior High School their home. 
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